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“A character assessment is a document that describes the distinct appearance 
and feel of a settlement or an area. It communicates the key physical features and characteristics that combine 
to give a particular settlement or an area its local distinctiveness and unique identity.”
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 “ancient woodlands are areas which have had woodland cover for centuries and have been relatively 
undisturbed by human activity. Over hundreds of years, they have evolved into complex communities of 
trees, plants, fungi, micro-organisms and insects. 
They are woods that are present on maps dating back to 1600 in England and Wales and 1750 in Scotland. 
It’s presumed that if they’re present on maps of this age, they’re likely to be even older, perhaps even linking 
back to the prehistoric wildwood that once existed in the UK.” 
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