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Introduction

1. Bures Neighbourhood Plan has been produced by a team of residents. Some of the team
are parish councillors for Bures Hamlet, some for Bures St Mary and some of the team
are enthusiastic members of our community who want the best for Bures.

2. The team has brought together a body of evidence on Bures past and present. This
information ranges from local knowledge gleaned from the people of our village to data
and statistics provided by district and national bodies.

3. Most importantly, Bures Neighbourhood Plan uses what we know about the past and
present and what current residents say they would like to see in the future. This
Neighbourhood Plan provides a set of Planning Policies and Bures Community Actions
to guide the way Bures changes over the period until 2037.

What is Neighbourhood Planning?

4. The Localism Act 2011 gives communities power to take part in neighbourhood planning
for their areas. Neighbourhood planning enables communities to develop policies which
will influence the development of land and other aspects such as the environment and
climate change, the economy and infrastructure.

5. Bures is unusual in that the village is partly in the Braintree District Council area and
partly in the Babergh District Council area. This means the plan needs to be endorsed
by both District Councils.

6. Bures Neighbourhood Plan is a new planning document which aims to give local people
more say about what happens in our area. It provides the local community with a
powerful tool to guide the long -term future of Bures village and its surrounding
countryside for the period 2021 to 2037. The Plan contains a vision for the future of
Bures and sets out clear planning policies and community actions to realise this vision.

7. Some of the Neighbourhood Plan policies are general and apply throughout the
geographic area of the Plan, whilst others are more specific and relate to particular areas
or sites. In considering any proposals for development, the District Councils will apply
all of the relevant policies of the Plan. The community actions will be taken forward by
the parish councils as part of the Bures Parish Plan. Some actions may be realised
through the work of other groups or volunteers.

81 f passed at a | ocal referendum, the Neighbo
Babergh District Councils and, as part of the statutory development plan, will be used
to determine planning applications in the village alongside the District Councilsé L o c a |
Plans.
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Designate Neighbourhood Plan Area

N

Collect evidence & determine initial ideas

N 4

Identify issues & options for addressing them

¥

Draft Pre-Submission Plan

&

Screening for environmental impacts

pe

Consult on pre-submission plan (Regulation 14)

&

Produce submission version of the Plan

&

Submit Plan to the Local Planning Authorities for consultation & examination

pe

Community referendum

pe

Neighbourhood Plan is ‘made’

Figure 1-Neighbourhood plan process.

The Planning Context

9. The Bures Neighbourhood Plan will form part of a wider planning context which begins
with the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF), and the NPPF in turn informs
Braintree and Babergh District Councilsd Loc

10. The adopted Babergh and Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan Part 1 (Nov 2023) does not set
out a settlement hierarchy. This is likely to come forward in Part 2. The previously
adopted Babergh Local Plan (2014) identified Bures St Mary as a Core Village; a proviar
of services and facilities within a wider functional cluster that includes the hinterland
villages of Assington, Little Cornard, Bures Hamlet, Mount Bures, Alphamstone,
Lamarsh, and Bulmer.

11.Braintree Local Plan (Adopted 2022) designates Bures Hamlet as a SeconeTier Village
within the spatial strategy. Second Tier Villages are those which may not serve a wider
hinterland but provide the ability for some day to day needs to be met, although th ey
lack the full range of facilities of a Key Service Villages. Development of a small scale
may be considered sustainable within a Second Tier Village, subject to the specific
constraints and opportunities of that village.

12.0Other relevant plans in the wider planning context include the Suffolk County Council
Suffolk Minerals and Waste LocalPlan, adopted in July 2020, which forms part of the
Local Development Plan covering Bures St Mary. It is noted that within the Bures
Neighbourhood designated area is a water treatment facility (AW26 i Bures-Wissington
Rd Stw). In addition to this roughly half of the total designated neighbourhood area (all
of the designated area within the Suffolk boundary) is located within a Minerals

1 Suffolk Minerals and Waste PlaBuffolk County Council
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https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/planning-waste-and-environment/minerals-and-waste-policy/suffolk-minerals-and-waste-development-scheme

Safeguarding Zone. Therefore, safeguarding policies from the Suffolk Minerals and
Waste Local Plan 2020 will apply. The most relevant policies are: Policy MP9i Safeguard
of Minerals Facilities Policy MP10 1 Minerals Safeguarding and Policy WP18 i
Safeguarding of Waste Facilities. Essex County Counciland Southend-on-Sea Minerals
and Waste Local Plan adopted in July 20172, covers Bures Hamlet. These plans make
planning policies and decisions in relation to minerals and waste.

2 Minerals and waste planning policy: Waste Local Plan | Essex County Council
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Figure 2: Nelghbourhood Designated Area
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Why does Bures need a Neighbourhood Plan

13. Neighbourhood Plans give local communities direct power to guide and shape the future
of their village. Bures is a proactive community, always looking to see how the
relationship between people and place can function in the most enjoyable and satisfying
way to make Bures a great place to live. The aim of this plan is to ensure that local
needs are met and that the valued characteristics of the village can be maintained and
protected for future generations.

Production of a Neighbourhood Plan

14. The concept of a Neighbourhood Plan was introduced by the Localism Act 2011 and it
ignited some enthusiasm on Bures St Mary Parish Council. We wished to engage with
this new idea of giving more power on planning matters to local communities. In 2017
the idea of a Neighbourhood Plan arose once again. Wellattended public meetings were
held and a whole host of ideas about the future of the village were generated. As all of
the ideas were community actions rather than planning policies, a Parish Plan was
produced.

15. When, in 2018-19, we were confronted by a proposal to build 98 homes off Colchester
Road we felt vulnerable. In the aftermath we felt that putting the views about our vision
for Bures on a legal footing would be valuable.

16. Recent development includes 20 houses built on the old factory site in the 1990s, 35
homes at Pikes Marsh and 9 homes at Tenterfield in 2020 and before long there will be
development of the Chambers site. Bures residents have generally supported this
organic type of development.

17. As the idea of a Bures Neighbourhood Plan took hold, the country was suddenly in the
grip of the COVID-19 pandemic and public meetings were not permitted. At the Bures
Hamlet Parish Council meeting on 17 May 2021 and the Bures St Mary Parish Council
meeting on 20 May 2021, it was agreed that an application to designate a
Neighbourhood Plan area should be made. This was carried out on 6 July 2021.

18. Bures may be two parishes, but it is one village. This was the first time Babergh and
Braintree District Councils had received an application for a Neighbourhood Plan area
that crossed the county and district borders. The application was therefore put out for
a 6-week consultation and was formally approved on 25 November 2021.

19. Public meetings restricted by COVID were held in October and November 2021. There
was a good level of commitment to work together to produce a Neighbourhood Plan.

20. A Steering Group was formed from those attending the public meetings. It comprised
members of both parish councils and members of the public. Those who did not join the
Steering Group but did want to be involved formed the Wider Group.

21. Aleaflet was distributed to all homes in the Neighbourhood Plan area. It explained what
was going on and how to become involved. The team evolved as a result of this. In
order to be sure we were correct in thinking a large development was not what Bures
needed we went straight into a Housing Needs Survey; this was carried out
independently by the Rural Community Council for Essex. Public consultation was carried
out at the Bures market and a variety of gatherings of residents to ascertain the views
of residents. We learnt what was most important to residents and what they hoped
Bures would be like in 2037. From these views we formed a Vision Statementi see box
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after paragraph 40. The Vision Statement informed the work undertaken to create the
plan.

22. In March 2022 the outcome of the Housing Needs Survey was shared at Bures market
and at an event in the community centre. The opportunity was taken to ask residents
to think about the businesses in Bures with a competition to add names to the already
extensive list. A Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats exercise was
undertaken to help determine residents views on Bures.

Figure 3: Bures Music Festival

23. In July 2022 the Steering Group had a stall at Bures Music Festival which gave the
opportunity for engagement with many younger residents and a good number across
the age ranges. There was keen participation in the challenge to work out the length of
green corridors across the Neighbourhood Plan area and those visiting the stall were
invited to identify on maps their favourite views and green places.

24. Groups undertaking Neighbourhood Plans have access to packages of work by AECOM.
The Heritage and Landscape group met personnel from AECOM in February 2022 to
discuss Design Codes for the village. A document containing designs for different areas
of the village, which will be used when planning applications are made, was agreed in
May 2022.

25. A survey to find out what is important to businesses in Bures was carried out in the
summer of 2022. A 36% response rate gave valuable information about the local
economy.

26.ln January 2023 a |l eafl eitQn & BWeaars INed gwabso udrih
all homes in the area. Progress reported included the vision work, the Housing Needs
Survey, Design Codes, Business Survey and r
spaces and views.

27. Work started on the AECOM Housing Needs Assessment (HNA) in December 2022
with an agreed document in place by March 2023. This provides an assessment of
housing need to 2035 based on modelling of demographic data and housing stock. In
February 2023 it was decided that the Bures Neighbourhood Plan would be clearly
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organised around the matters identified by residents as their vision for the future of the

village. The areas covered became Natural Environment, Community, Built Environment,
Economy and Getting Around. The new structure and draft contents were shared with
residents at the Annual Parish Meeting on 27" March 2023 and at Bures Market. There
was a presentation by the chair of the NP Steering Group, Robin Hamilton, at the Annual
Public Meeting on 25" March 2024. There has been information available at the monthly
markets throughout the process and articles have been included in the village magazine.

Figure 4: Community engagemet Bures Market
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Figure 5: Nejghbourhood Plan event Bures Community Centre
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About Bures Village

Location and context

28. The village of Bures is located at a crossing point on the River Stour. Historically, the
river was the boundary between the East Saxons to the south and the East Angles to
the north. In more recent times, through to the present day, the Stour is the coun ty
boundary between Essex and Suffolk with the parish on the north bank being Bures St
Mary, Suffolk and the parish on the south bank being Bures Hamlet in Essex. The
combined parishes are known as Bures. The village has a population of around 1,700 in
approximately 800 homes mainly in the settlement itself but also spread across the two
parishes in greens and as isolated properties.

Setting

29. The Stour Valley is Constable Country. The western end of the Bures Neighbourhood
Plan Designated Area sits in the Dedham Vale National Landscape (DVNL) and for
twenty-five years there has been a local campaign to extend the DVNL up the Stour
Valley through Bures and beyond. The Bures community has been careful to conserve
the village and its setting as befits a N ational Landscape villagein-w a i t i7/megvider 6
landscape is undulating and relatively pronounced, comprising rolling valley sides which
embrace the village and contrast with the relatively flat valley meadowlands along the
river. On the western sides of the Stour there are numerous small broo ks and tributary
streams which cut through the undulating landscape, including Cambridge Brook to the
south and Ferriers Brook and shallow valley immediately to the west of the village. 6

30. To the north of the settlement is the grade II* listed Great Bevills manor house set
within parkland, its wooded slopes making an important contribution to the setting of
Bures. On the western side of the village the railway line is also well wooded and n ot

an obvious feature, vegetation contributing to the wooded character of the valley slopes
and characteristic wooded skylines.

31.dhe river corridor and associated pastures, along with the crossing point within the
village, give rise to open space adjacent to the church and the penetration of river valley
character into the heart of the village which reinforces the settlement's sense of place.o

Alison Farmer Associates Valued Landscape Assessment Stour Valley Additional Project Area March 2020

Historical Development

32.The history of Bures dates back to at least the Neolithic period. Along the River Stour
burial mounds and a cursus show a funerary and ritual landscape that focussed on the
waterway. This continued into the Bronze Age.

33.The crossing point on the River Stour gave rise to the development of the settlement.
Excavations, within the village and associated with Bures Common, indicate the area is
likely to have been settled in the early medieval period. In 1086 Domesday refers t o the
church at Bures, located close to the river in the centre of the settlement. Bures Mill is
located on the eastern side of the river and was first recorded in the 12th century and
in the 13th century Bures had its own medieval market and fair.

34. Bures was a prosperous town in the Early Modern age with the wealth mainly coming
from wool. The River Stour was made navigable and operated from 1709 as a busy
trading route between the port of Manningtree and Sudbury. This was followed by the
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construction of the Sudbury branch railway line from Colchester in the mid -19th century
which included a station at Bures Hamlet and brought development to the western side
of the riverbanks.

35. With the improved communications network provided by the river and railway, the 18th

and 19th Century Bures became the home to several industries including a tannery with
related industries; smithies, maltings and in the 20th Century, seed merchants, text ile
dyeing and a processed cheese factory.

Bures Today

36. Bures is a village with a strong community spirit. The community centre, recreation

ground, common, churches and pubs provide spaces for a wide range of activities, clubs
and societies. Many residents are active volunteers in the village. The activities include
the Good Neighbour Scheme Welcome Packs initiative, caring for the station garden,
running the market and helping at Ferriers Barn, the local day centre for adults with
disabilities. Friendliness and community spirit are highly valued and are commonly given
as reasons for newcomers moving to Bures.

37. Bures is home to the locally famous Bures Christmas Lights, made possible through the

work of a dedicated team of volunteers. The biggest event held in Bures is the annual
Bures Music Festival which began life as Jazz on the Stour in 1997. This festival aises
many thousands of pounds for local charities and organisations through the hard work
of the volunteers.

38. Bures has a good range of facilities for its size. There is a post office, a village primary

school, a GP surgery, a community centre with three rooms, two active churches and
two well patronised pubs. The school, the largest employer in the village, is p opular with
residents and with those from further afield. Bures also has a general store, a deli, a
tearoom, a garage and a hairdresser. The general store was opened, partly in response
to need being identified in the 2017 Village Survey.

39. The monthly Bures market provides opportunities to buy locally produced meat, fruit

and vegetables, locally baked goods and fish from the Suffolk coast. Local craftspeople
also ply their wares. The market is held on Bures Common, and the trustees provide
teas and coffees to help the socialising which is as valuable to many as the opportunity
for shopping.

40. There are a large number of businesses operating in Bures and these boost the income

for services and hospitality. Bures is also home to commuters to London. Bures is on a
branch line which gives access to the mainline to London at Marks Tey and ends at the
market town of Sudbury.
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Our Vision for Bures

The distinctly special qualities of our beautiful village , nestled as it is in the
historic and natural setting of the River Stour, will be valued, protected and
enhanced.

The qualities highly valued by Bures residents including its strong identity
community spirit  and kindness and diversity  will be sustained.

We will embrace green technical innovation to address and protect against the
impact of climate change whilst valuing the heritage of the village and
protecting its historic buildings and natural boundaries.

Bures will continue to be a working village  with real vitality.

Our village will remain well connected  with the world beyond and will provide
safe streets and improved walking and cycling routes.
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Our Landscape

Vision for Bures
This section on landscape helps to deliver the following aspects of the vision:

The distinctly special qualities of our beautiful village , nestled as it is in the
historic and natural setting of the River Stour, will be valued, protected and
enhanced.

Figure6: Bures onest/ling in the valleyod

Objective - To protect the rolling farmland, woodland and trees, and landscape of
Bures, unique only to this area of Suffolk and to preserve ancient lanes and paths.

Context - The settlement area of Bures sits in a valley surrounded by hills of

predominantly open fields which provide wide, far-reaching views. An important

characteristic for Bures is the relationship between the village and surrounding valley,

which is describedas a O6green nest settiumaea.on tieh
valley floor and adjacent green hillsides provides this aesthetic quality.

41.The rural landscape is categorised as ancient rolling farmland, rolling valley farmlands
and valley meadowlands in the Suffolk Landscape Character Assessment. Some key
characteristics of this type of landscape include:

Rolling arable landscape ofchalky clays and loams;

Blocks of ancient woodland; dissected widely and often deeply by river valleys;
Hedges of hawthorn and elm with oak ash and field maple as hedgerow trees;
A network of winding lanes and paths often associated with hedges, creating
visual intimacy.
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42. In the Essex Landscape Character Assessment (2003) Bures falls within the Stour
Valley (C8) Profile. The Stour Valley is a wide valley with a broad flat valley floor for
much of its length. In the north and west arable farmland tends to dominate the valley,
but it becomes pastoral in character further ea st. Where the landscape is open, there
are panoramic views of the valley. In more enclosed parts, views are framed and
focused. The key characteristics include:

Typically wide flat valley floor with floodplain meadows, riverbank willow trees
and small wet woodlands.

Rolling rounded valley sides with a complex mosaic of small woods, pasture and
arable fields in the east, gentler arable valley sides in the north and west.
Church towers, traditional villages, farmsteads, barns and mills are distinctive
features.

Sinuous pattern of lanes and roads.

Mostly tranquil, secluded character.

43. The River Stour which runs through the village forms most of the county boundary
between Suffolk and Essex, running from its source in West Wickham in Cambridgeshire
and joining the North Sea at Harwich in Essex. The Dedham Vale National Landscape
lies just east of Bures and is designated to protect the vulnerable pastoral landscape. In
November 2023, all designated Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) in England
and Wales became known as National Landscapes$. This change came about after the
government asked for an independent review into whether the protections for National
Parks and National Landscapeswere still fit for purpose. Julian Glover and an expert
team led on a landscape review across England and summarised in their final findings
that National Landscapes should be strergthened with government form, increased
funding, and a greater voice on development. It was the Glover report which suggested
the title to be replaced to National Landscapes®.

44. The western boundary of the current National Landscape is within the Bures
Neighbourhood Plan area, as shown onFigure 7. Collectively the Dedham Vale and the
River Stour valley, where Bures sits, is characterised by picturesque villages, rolling
farmland, rivers, meadows, ancient woodlands, and a wide variety of local wildlife.

45. The Dedham Vale National Landscape covers an area of 90km. The designation
includes the lower reaches of the River Stour and extends eastwards as far as Cattawade
Marshes. The western boundary runs westwards between Bures and Wormingford while
the northern and southern boundaries extend a few kilometres either side of the River
Stour. It is an attractive place to live, work and visit. As stated on the Dedham Vale
National Landscape and Stour Valley Partnership website, this area is under increasing
development pressure for new housing, economic development, and transport
schemes®.

3 Essex and Southendon-Sea Replacement Structure Plan Review. 2003. Essex Landscape Character
Assessment. Source:Welcome (essexdesignguide.co.uk)

4 National Landscapes- Home (national-landscapes.org.uk)

5 Landscapes review: final report - summary of findings - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

6 Planning i _Dedham Vale Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (dedhamvalenl.org.uk)
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Figure 7: Map of the Bures NP Designated Area and location of the Dedham Vale National Landscape

46.The rest of the Neighbourhood Plan area falls within the Stour Valley. 6 Th/ s /i s o0 ne
those subtle English places which tend not to declare themselves in any deliberate way.
We see today what Thomas Gainsborough and John Constable saw. The valley is
extraordinarily beautiful, and | would like others who do not know it to com e to it and
to experience its unique landscape’. @he rolling landscape in which Bures sits is unique
to this part of Suffolk. As set out in a report by Alison Farmer:

ocSeveral [ mportant habitats for wildlife an
area (including sites of importance for nature conservation), comprising a mixture of

ancient woodland, unimproved grassiand, and scrub and wetland habitats. The valley

floor pastures and contrasting undulating and relatively pronounced wooded valley

sides, along with the historic character of t he settlement, narrow rural lanes that weave

off into the wider landscape and key landmarks such as the church, give rise to a
settlement and wider landscape setting which has scenic quality and feels deeply rural.

Modern housing estates are present but the historic core remains dominant in terms of

overall perceptions and character®. 6

47.The Stour Valley Project Area lies immediately adjacent to the Dedham Vale National
Landscape and extends upstream following the River Stour, forming the boundary
between Essex and Suffolk. This area covers 302knt and extends westwards from the
National Landscape boundary at Wormingford, towards the Cambridgeshire border. The
Project Area does not benefit from the same statutory protection as the National
Landscape, however, parts of this are considered to exhibit similar qualifying
characteristics as the nationally designated National Landscape and it is therefore

7 Dr Ronald Blythe, eminent writer and local resident (July 2014).
8 The Special Qualities of the Dedham Vale National Landscape Evaluation of the Area Between Bures and
Sudbury 2016. 6
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considered a Valued Landscape. The National Landscape team commissioned Alison
Farmer Associates to undertake a Valued Landscape Assessment of the Stour Valley
Project Area (Figure 8).
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Figure 8: Valued Landscapes Stour Valley Project Area (Source: Alison Farmer Associates, 2020)

48. The final report released in 2020° was commissioned to ensure that the Valued

Landscape is properly considered at the plan making and planning application stage'®.
The National Landscape and Stour Valley Project Area Management Plan 2022202611
further identifies that the Stour Valley has been recognised as an important landscape
for local residents and statutory and non -statutory organisations for several decades,
and the decision was to include the area in the management plan 2021 -26 (Figure 9).

49. Section 85 of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 places a duty on all relevant

authorities to have regard to conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of National
Landscapes when exercising or performing any function in relation to or so as to affect
a National Landscape. The Duty of Regard applies to all functions, not just those relating
to planning and is applicable whether a function is statutory or permissive. Any
development coming forward within the area must pay due regard to the statutor y
purpose of the National Landscape designation.

50. Section 85 applies also applies to the Stour Valley Project Area asan activity may have

an i mpact on the area in question. The
both aspects are required to be addressed. The National Landscape designation helps
to protect natural features, but also settlements and working envi ronments that are

9 FinalReport-Stour-Valley-Project-Area-Valued-LandscapesAssessment.pdf (dedhamvalenl.org.uk)

10 Guidance for planning in the AONBi Dedham Vale Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (dedhamvale

nl.org.uk
11 Management Plan- Dedham Vale National Landscape - Colchester City Council
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distinctive characteristics of the countryside. It allows for sustainable development, in
ways that further enhance the character of the National Landscape area. Policy BP1
aims to protect against the negative impacts of development in Bures within the National
Landscape and Stour Valley Project Area.

L 8 e

Ay
QQ_T

Glemsford £y
I

DEDHAM VALE

Great

Horkesley f

To Colehester *
Colehest

Figure 9: Dedham Vale National Landscape (darker green) and Stour Valley Project Area (lighter green). Source. The
Dedham Vale National Landscape and Stour Valley Project Area Management Plan 2022026

51. Enhancing valued landscapes and local distinctiveness is addressed in national and local
plan policies. As set out in the NPPF(December 2024) Para 187, planning policies and
decisions should contribute to and enhance the natural environment by protecting and
enhancing valued landscapes. The Braintree District Council Local Plan (2022) Policy
LPP67 sets out that proposals for new development should be informed by and be
sympathetic to the character of the | andsca
Landscape Character Assessments.

52. The Joint Local Plan for Babergh and Mid Suffolk Local Plan Policy LP17 provides criteria
that development proposals must protect and enhance the landscape character. This
area of the district is described as having a rich and varied natural environment t hat
requires environmental protection measures. Policy LP18 is supportive of development
within/affecting the National Landscape that meets criteria relating to conserving and
enhancing the landscape and scenic beauty, with proposals required to be sensitive to
their landscape and visual impacts. The NP aims to strengthen the guidance for
development proposals that come forward within Bures, especially those outside of the
National Landscape designation that fall within the Stour Valley project area.

53. The special nature of this area was recognised recently in a planning appeal decision
in relation to a proposed development in Bures Hamlet. In 2018 the Planning inspector 12
making a judgement against the planning proposal off ColchesterRoadsaido / n t hi s ¢ &

2. Robert Mellor BSc (Est Man) DipTRP DjpDesBEnv DMS MRTP/
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| consider that there is ample evidence that the landscape around Bures, including the
appeal site, is not ordinary countryside of no value but is of high sensitivity and is locally
val ved. 0

54. Bures was previously part of the Stour Valley Special Landscape Area (SLA). It was

recognised by Essex County Counci l as being
landscape value resulting from a combination of features such as vegetation cover and
l andform. 8 Suffolk County Council defined tI

traditional grazing meadows with their hedgerows, dykes, and associated flora and

fauna; Historic parklands and gardens; Other areas of countryside where undulating
topography and natural vegetation, particularly broadleaved woodland, combine to
produce an area of speci al | andscape qualit
longer used as a designation, the Bures countryside remains the same.

55. The idyllic nature of the surrounding countryside is one of the factors that attracts
people to the area and is highly valued by residents. A Parish Survey in 2017 found 35%
of respondents identified the beautiful countryside as one of the best things abo ut living
in Bures, with a further 23% describing the area as quiet and rural. An abundance of
green spaces and wildlife were also given as best things about living in Bures. Overall,
60% of respondents used words relating to landscape when they told us th e best things
about living in Bures.

55. Public contributions to the Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats exercise
in April 2022 included 6Bures has a high qua
| andscape setting.6é6 as a Strength andhedThr o
village can identify important aspects of the local landscape setting and can provide a
degree of protection with appropriate policy

56. At the March 2023 consultation event, of the 29 respondents, 28 strongly agreed with
the objective of protecting the ancient rolling farmland and landscape of Bures, unique
only to this area of Suffolk and to preserve ancient lanes and paths. One respondent
agreed. No one who attended disagreed or strongly disagreed with the statement. The
Vi sion Statement fie. the prdpesedé@Extansion,drant thededbdand
Vale and Stour Valley Management Plan 20212 6 The Stawr Valley project area is a
cherished landscape by both residents and visitors. It has agriculture and wildlife at its
core and everyone appreciates its scenic quality and beauty. The area is treasured and
decisions impacting its landscape qualityre cogni se [ ts Sstatus as a
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POLICY BP1: LANDSCAPE, DEDHAM VALE NATIONAL LANDSCAPE AND
STOUR VALLEY PROJECT AREA

The whole of the NP area either falls within the Dedham Vale National Landscape
Area or the Stour Valley Project Area. Therefore, new built development that will
result in a change which will cause harm to the local character or distinctive features
of the built or natural environment, where Bures nestles in the valley, will not
ordinarily be supported.

Development within the Dedham Vale National Landscape or the Stour Valley Project
Area will be supported where it reflects the intrinsic quality and respects the
character of the area and demonstrates the proposal has been informed by relevant
local guidance such as the most up to date Dedham Vale National Landscape and
Stour Valley Management Plan and planning guidance documents on the Dedham
Vale National Landscape & Stour Valley websité?,

57. Another key characteristic of Bures is its rural lanes. The lanes on the approaches to
Bures are typically narrow, winding and without pavements. They are often enclosed by
a mix of deciduous hedges and raised verges, which is an indication of their age, but
also leads to poor visibility for road users. They are widely used by residents and visitors
to the area as walking routes.

58.Bures St Mary Parish Council joined the Quiet Lanes Suffolk initiative with Hollow Lane,
Mill Hill, Smallbridge Entry and St Edmunds Lane all having the Quiet Lane status. This
means that drivers are reminded that pedestrians, horse riders and cyclists use these
single-track lanes and that they should drive with care and respect.

59.The Braintree Local Plan Policy LPP69 aims to conserve the nature of these lanes and
dentifies them as O6protected | anesd. Mater. i
development proposals will not be permitted. The Joint Babergh and Mid Suffolk District

Council Landscape Guidance Document (2015) identifies that the lanes give a sense of
rural remoteness and tranquillity, which is an important component of the district's sense
of place. The document provides the following guidance with respect to them:

oto conserve the character of rural/green

traditional landscape, tranquillity, and nature conservation character of these landscape
features, including their associated hedges, coppice stools, verges, banks and ditches.
Any proposal that would adversely affect the physical appearance of a rural lane or give
rise to an unacceptable increase in the amount of traffic using them or an unacceptable
level of associated activity, noise or disturbance arising as a result of the development
would be inappropriate 46 .

13 Guidance for planning in the AONBi Dedham Vale Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (dedhamvale

nl.org.uk
4 Joint Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Council Landscape Guidance Document (2015) . Source:Joint
Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Council Landscape Guidance

17| Page


https://dedhamvale-nl.org.uk/managing/planning/guidance-for-planning-in-the-aonb/
https://dedhamvale-nl.org.uk/managing/planning/guidance-for-planning-in-the-aonb/
https://www.babergh.gov.uk/documents/54707/94713/Joint-Landscape-Guidance-Aug-2015.pdf/e991ef02-2029-7724-b772-1f562c44e5cc?t=1684327944651
https://www.babergh.gov.uk/documents/54707/94713/Joint-Landscape-Guidance-Aug-2015.pdf/e991ef02-2029-7724-b772-1f562c44e5cc?t=1684327944651

Figure 10: Hollow Lane (left) and Lamarsh Hill (right)

60. In the Alison Farmer Study (2016) Bures lanes were described as having a rural
character.

"Roads at the edge of Bures village are very rural in character. They are typically narrow,
without pavement provision and lined by vegetation or open field land *°.

61. As set out in the Alison Farmer Associates Stour Valley Valued Landscape Assessment
(2020) the narrow rural lanes play an important part in the experience of this landscape
for their recreational value, tranquillity, and notable wildness. The lanes weave off into
the wider landscape and key landmarks such as the church, give rise to a wider
landscape setting which has scenic quality and feels deeply rural. The assessment
identified the need to protect small scale rural lanes leading from the settlement fro m
incremental changes that extend development along the main roads and alter gateways.

POLICY BP2: BURES RURAL LANES

All new development should seek to retain the traditional nature, tranquillity and
habitat benefits of Buresoé rural | anes
stools, verges, banks, and ditches.

Development proposals should mitigate any impact which adversely affects the
physical appearance of the rural lanes.

Key Views

Al i son Farmer O6The Special Qualities of the Dedham Val
Bures and Sudbury 2016.
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Objective T Protect and preserve key views of the village.

Context - Bures is a village nestling in the valley. The constrained built-up area on
the valley floor and adjacent green hillsides provides this aesthetic quality. Recent
development has begun to extend the settlement area further up the valley, which

has raised concerns for retaining the rural nature of Bures and the potential impact
on views from both across and within the valley.

This objective is designed to protect t
country. As an environmentally sensitive area proposed for the National Landscape
extension and within view of the current National Landscape it is crucial these views
are protected.

Figure 11: Views from top of Cuckoo Hill (left) and looking towards the Bures Mill (Listed Grade |l building - right)

62. The NPPF indicates that planning policies and decisions should protect and enhance
valued landscapes, recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside.
The Braintree Local Plan Policy LPP67 sets out that proposals for new development
should be informed by and be sympathetic to the character of the landscape as identified
in the District Council déds Landscape Characte
and panoramic views.

63. The Joint Local Plan for Babergh and Mid Suffolk Policy LP17 sets out criteria to ensure
development proposals protect and enhance the landscape character. The supporting
text for this policy identifies the panoramic views as a key component of this lands cape.

64. Bures falls into three-character areas within the Suffolk Landscape Character
Assessment, including Ancient Rolling Farmlands, Rolling Valley Farmlands and Valley
Meadows (Figure 12). For Ancient Rolling Farmlands the visual experience of the area
includes longer views of a rolling light wooded countryside 6. For Rolling Valley
Farmlands the landscape has some of the most famous visual experiences when it comes
to views in Suffolk, East Anglia, and England. This is due to the varied landscapes,
steeper valleys, sunken lanes, and medieval villages'’. For the valley meadows
character area, the visual experience reflects a sense of isolation along the valley*8.

16 Ancient rolling farmlands - Suffolk Landscapes
17 Rolling valley farmlands - Suffolk Landscapes
18 valley meadows & fens - Suffolk Landscapes
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W E<tate sandlands I Rolting estate chalklands I Undulating ancient farmlands
Il Inland Navigable Waters B Rolling estate claylands Il Undulating estate farmlands

Figure 12: Adapted Map Marking ‘X' within the Bures NP area different landscape character areas (Source. Suffolk
County Council, 2023 )

65. There are some specific views and vistas within the Bures Neighbourhood Plan area
that are of particular importance to the local community including ones that overlook
the village and the river. Building on national and local planning policy, the Bures
Neighbourhood Plan identifies these specific views and provides justification for their
significance in Appendix C and seeks to protect them for future enjoyment. All views are
publicly accessible or on parish council owned land.

66. Many of these views depict the setting for Bures village. Each hill rising out from the
settlement in the valley affords a different view of value. The river that flows through
the centre and the medieval streets in the historic core also provide views mu ch valued
by residents. The pastoral field opposite Parsonage Hall, seen when entering the village
from Bakers Hall, is important to the setting as seen from Cuckoo Hill. The fields when
approaching Bures on the Nayland Road are part of the views from Colchester Road,
Recreation Ground and Parsonage Hill. The fields off Cuckoo Hill form part of the nest
as seen from the hills opposite.

67. In addition, views of the settlement from the public footpaths above it afford vistas that
are particularly valued. These often hold strong emotional attachment and are marked
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by benches in memory of past residents. The River Stour also affords views of value.
The views, listed and mapped, were identified by residents as part of the consultations
during 2022. Further support for protecting these views was gained through consulta tion
that took place during 2023.

R

,,,,,

Figure 13: Benches at viewing spots

68. The intention is not to stop development within these views, but to ensure that their
distinct character is retained. Development proposals within the views listed in Policy
BP3 that is overly intrusive or prominent will not be supported. Any proposals within
these views will need to demonstrate that they are sited, designed and of a scale that
does not significantly harm them.
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POLICY BP3: KEY VIEWS

The key views listed below and identified in Figure 14 are important to the local
community.

E

= =4 -8 _-8_5_°

= =4 _a_9_95_4_2_-2

View 1- From the seat in Community Woodland off Claypits

View 2- From the permissive path off Clicket Hill towards Bures

View 3- From Chapel Barn looking towards Bures Dragon

View 4- From the seat along the track near Fysh House Farm looking towards
the village

View 4A- From the field South of Fysh House Farm

View 5- From Cuckoo Hill across the village

View 6- From the Public Right of Way North towards Fysh House

View 7- From Lamarsh Hill looking across Bures

View 8- On Stour Valley Way looking at Bures Mill and Mill House

View 9- By Swan Corner looking across Bures Common to the Stour & St
Maryds Church

View 10- From the road bridge looking upstream and downstream

View 11- View of the Millenium Bridge

View 12- From Angel House up the High Street and Cuckoo Hill

View 13- From the Millenium Bridge across towards Mount Bures

View 14- From the Public Right of Way near Bakers Hall towards Bures
View 15- From Jubilee Grove across the water meadow and river

View 16- Ford at Arger Fen

View 17- View along the track from Lamarsh towards Bures

Where new development is proposed, it should be accompanied by a Landscape &
Visual Impact Assessment (appropriate to the scale of the proposal) that
demonstrates that it has been sited and designed to be of a form and scale that
avoids or mitigates unacceptable harm to these identified key views.

Development proposals that would unacceptably harm these key views will not be
supported.
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Figure 14. Key Views Map
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Our Natural Environment, Biodiversity and Wildlife

Vision for Bures

This section on the natural environment, biodiversity and wildlife helps to deliver the
following aspects of the vision:

The distinctly special qualities of our beautiful village , nestled asitisin the historic
and natural setting  of the River Stour, will be valued, protected and enhanced.

Objective: To protect and enhance our valuable natural environment, biodiversity,
and wildlife.

Context: Bures has river valleys which still possesstraditional grazing meadows with
their hedgerows, dykes, and associated flora and fauna. Natural England, the RSPB
and key research into the natural environment have shown flora and fauna in England
is decreasing at an accelerating rate. This dramatic reduction is primarily due to
changes in agricultural practices, urbanisation, and changes in the climate.

69. Bures is rich in wildlife and in recognition there are two Natural England statutory
designated sites within the neighbourhood area, or in close proximity as shown in Figure
16. These sites sit to the west of the Neighbourhood Plan area. The designations include:

Arger Fen & Spouse's Vale (SSSI) and Local Nature Reserve (LNR)
Dedham Vale National Landscape

70. Arger Fen was designated as a Site for Specific Scientific Interest in 1986 due to
biological interest. It is 49.7ha and falls within the South Suffolk and Norfolk Essex
Clayland Character Area. Potential pressures on site are freshwater impacts due to wder
level changes and around 40% of the site is considered unfavourable/ recovering °.
Arger Fen & Spouse's Vale consists of a mosaic area of ancient coppice woodland
alongside fen meadow and regenerating woodland. It is a woodland reserve open to
visitors (including dogs) and has an interesting mix of trees including oak, ash, field
maple, holly, crab apple, superb large alder, and hazel stools. This reserve is also one
of only a few ancient woodlands in Suffolk with wild cherry 29,

19 SSS| detail (naturalengland.org.uk)
20 Arger Fen & Spouse's Vale | Suffolk Wildlife Trust
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https://designatedsites.naturalengland.org.uk/SiteDetail.aspx?SiteCode=S1002262&SiteName=arger%20fen&countyCode=&responsiblePerson=&SeaArea=&IFCAArea=
https://www.suffolkwildlifetrust.org/arger-fen

Figure 15: Arger Fen

N
Key:
773 Neighbourhood Plan Designated Area

750 1,500 m 05 Copyright and Database Rights (2023) License | Dedham Vale National Landscape
[ e Number: 100057960 Source: Natural England, 2023 RXX Sites of Specific Scientific Interest (SSSI)

Figure 16: Wildlife Designations (Source: Natural England, 2023)

Sgale at A4

71. There are three County Wildlife Sites (CWS) that fall within, or partly within, the
Neighbourhood Plan area (Figure 17) to the north and east. These are Tiger Hill Long
Meadow (CWS186) which is a wet acid fen meadow, Appletree Wood/Meadow (CWS84)
and Nayland End Wood (CWS40) which are both ancient woodlands. There are also two
CWS in close proximity to the designated NP Area; Roadside Nature Reserve 195and
sections of the River Stour, a wetland area noted for its flora and insects. These wildlife
sites are not designated on a statutory basis, though they do receive a degree of
protection through the planning process and are often recognised in local plans. In this
context, site protection relies on the commitment of local authorities and public bodies.
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72. A significant area of the parish contains priority habitat i those which have been
identified as being the most threatened and requiring conservation action under the UK
Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP).

73. There are 6 main types of priority habitat within the Neighbourhood Plan area (see
Figure 18), coastal and floodplain grazing marsh; deciduous woodland; good quality
semi-improved grassland; lowland meadows; no main habitat but additional habitats
present and traditional orchard. The most apparent habitat is deciduous woodland.
Around the built-up area coastal and flood plain grazing marsh and good quality semi-
improved grassland is also present. Not all of these will be protected under national
designation, though they can be sensitive to development and should be considered
when growth is being planned to avoid negative impacts.

74. Wildlife is widely present beyond these identified habitats. Most of the farms in the
Bures area are managing their land under Higher Level or Countryside Stewardship
schemes. The Bevills Estate which wraps round the east & south of the village has, for
four generations, been managed with landscape and wildlife enhancement as its focus
adding green corridors, several miles of hedges, a dozen new woods and an important
wetland. The Stour Valley Farmer Cluster, a group of 34 farmers who manage land in
and around the Dedham Vale, actively and positively work with conservation groups.
Dedham Vale National Landscape, Essex and Suffolk Wildlife Trusts together with the
RSPB and the Environment Agency work positively to enhance the natural world around
Bures. An example is the creation of backwaters on the Bevills Estate on the floodplain
north-east of the village.

2o

“‘.s..w} ! N
% ck-}pp'le(gee Wood //Meadow, :

RNR{195
R e
"‘c.,g TigerHilllLong|Meadow,
S i 2
:

Key:
Scale at A4 oo . ]
g& 750 1,500 m OS Copyright and Database Rights (2023) License L:’ Neighbourhood Plan Designated Area

e — Number: 100057960 Source: Suffolk County Council, = Bures County Wildlife Sites
201

Figure 17: County Wildlife Sites (Source Suffolk County Council, 2023)
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Neighbourhood Plan Designated Area
2 4 Priority Habitats

Coastal and floodplain grazing marsh

[ Cecduous woodland

Good quality semi improved grassland
4% I Lowiand dry acid grasstand
‘ | Lowland fens
[ Lowland meadows

Séale atAd ; %0 : 3 2 “ Wi [ Nomain habitat but additional habitats present
75 1,500 m 05 Copyright and Database Rights (2023} License
Number: 100057560 Source:Natural England, 2023 I Traditional orchard

Figure 18: Priority Habitats (Source Natural England,2023)

75. The Babergh and Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan and the Braintree District CouncilLocal
Plan (2022) both recognise the importance of Biodiversity Net Gain and the need to
consider the impact of development on biodiversity.

76.Paragraph 192 of the NPPF (De@mber 2024) st at es t h atpromoteahes s ho
conservation, restoration and enhancement of priority habitats. 6 Furt her mor e
requirements of the Environment Act 2021 are now mandatory in terms of achieving
Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG). In simple terms, BNG is an approach to development which
aims to leave the natural environment in a measurably better state than it was
beforehand. Thi s gain is to be measured using DEI
gains will need to be secured and monitored for at least 30 years. Opportunities to
improve biodiversity in and around developments should be integrated as part of their

design to secure a minimum of 10% net gain firstly onsite or if not locally .

77. Consultations in Bures have shown that residents fully support initiatives to protect and
enhance biodiversity. Bures, although a beautiful village surrounded by a rolling
agricultural landscape, has not escaped the destruction of the natural environment.
Species of what were common fifty years ago are now rarely seen. There have however
been some successes. Red Kites and otters are now seen in the area.

78. In 2018 Bures Parish Councils adopted the Friends of the Earth 20 Actions on Climate
and Nature Emergency. These include managing land for nature and reducing the use
of pesticides. Key species including swifts, dormice and water voles are found in Bures
and it is important that their needs are protected, and measures taken to increase their
numbers. Bures St Mary and Bures Hamlet Parish Councils are managing areas of council
land for the benefit of wildlife.
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79. The Bures community recognises the importance of supporting the designated wildlife
areas and agrees with the urgent need to create nature corridors that link up blocks of
habitat. In July 2022 Bures residents engaged enthusiastically with the activity to gauge
the length of green corridors in the Neighbourhood Plan area. This was followed up with
surveys to assess the level of support for measures protecting and enhancing
biodiversity to be included in the Neighbourhood Plan. 100% of those responding to the
2023 surveys either strongly agreed or agreed that biodiversity should be protected and
enhanced. The same was true when recognising the importance of linking green
corridors.

80. The Bures Swift Project was launched in March 2023 with over thirty people in
attendance. The project has resulted in the installation of over 20 swift boxes and callers
provided through The Dedham Vale National Landscape. Transition Bures also works to
enhance and protect the biodiversity of the village. It was involved in the creation of the
Community Woodland off Tawneyds Ride in 2011
the Jubilee Grove in 2022. All these areas are managed with wildlife in mind.

81. The need for natural corridors is now recognised, by government and local district
council plans, as part of the Nature Recovery Network. Green corridors are a key
component of wider ecological networks, connecting core wildlife areas and stepping
stone habitats, enabling species to move, disperse, migrate and reproduce. Blue
Corridors, alongside water, act in a similar way to Green Corridors. Many wetland and
aquatic species can thrive in relatively narrow habitats that do not stretch far from the
wat er 0 sGrassduffer.strips alongside rivers, streams and static water when of
sufficient width will provide excellent wildlife habitat and reduced pollution from
agriculture. A diverse margin of semi-natural vegetation will be alive with birds, small
mammals, and pollinating insects, whilst also providing safe passage for species that
need to move between larger patches of habitat.

82. Nationally, the Environmental Improvement Plan is a delivery plan for a greener country
and the Nature Recovery Network (NRN) is a major part of that plan. By bringing
together partners, legislation, and funding there is a national commitment to restore
and enhance the natural environment. There is also an emerging Suffolk Local Nature
Recovery Strategy (Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) Suffolk County Council)
coming forward which will identify priority actions for nature and map specific areas for
improving habitats for nature recovery?l. The next planned public consultation is
intended for March 2025.

83.See Figure 19 which shows the Green corridors. A number of these corridors run
alongside the rivers and streams (blue corridors).

21 ocal Nature Recovery Strategy (LNESsiffolk County Council
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POLICY BP4: BIODIVERSITY

Otherwise acceptable development proposal$? must demonstrate at least a 10%
net gain in biodiversity and have regard to the Bures Design Code Document.
Demonstration should be achieved in the following ways:

a) In consultation with the relevant local planning authority, and use of an
agreed biodiversity metric and biodiversity net gain plan;

b) The habitats should be secured for at least 30 years via planning obligations
or conservation covenants;

c) Delivery of biodiversity net gain on site wherever practicable and, if it can be
demonstrated that this is not feasible, then delivery elsewhere within the
Parish boundary, and in the green corridors identified in Fig. 19 as a
priority;

d) Contribute towards enhancing, restoring or maintaining existing green
infrastructure (such as priority habitats or corridors to those sites);

e) Wherever possible, extending priority habitats to reduce the loss of these
valued habitats through fragmentation and

f)  The use of native British species of flora and fauna of local provenance.

Development should through effective layout and design, recognise the location of
existing green infrastructure and support appropriate uses and functions e.g.
through incorporation of invertebrate, swift or bat boxes into the design of built
infrastructure.

POLICY BP5: PROTECTION OF WILDLIFE

Developments that are within or adjacent to existing green or blue corridors set out
in Figure 19, should use features to enhance and improve this area such as
incorporate wildlife friendly design features as set out in Bures Design Code EE.06
Wildlife Friendly Features.

Developments that provide new green corridors and green links will, if otherwise
acceptable, be actively encouraged.

22 Certain types of development are exempt from BNG. These are: permitted development rights; householder
CGGURAcCqRYUBWI W20 YGaGNWUqWs 6RAGWYUG! WE¢t WEeWhT JWE RURGRY K
purposes of fulfilling the BNG planning condibn for another development; highspeed railway network; and

certain self-build and custom build developments
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"% Neighbourhood Plan Designated Area

&= Green Corridors

T Bures County Wildlife Sites

|| Dedham Vale National Landscape

Priority Habitats

|| Coastal and floodplain grazing marsh

[ Deciduous woodland

|| Good quality semi improved grassland

[ Lowland dry acid grassland

[ | Lowland fens

- Lowland meadows

["] No main habitat but additional habitats present P ' g { ¥ H g Sé’:lle at 7;1‘
e R S & B
[T raditional orchard 05 Copyright and Database Rights (2023) License Number: ’ 0 750 1,500 m
& Sites of Specific Scientific Interest (SSST) 100075960 Source: Natural England, 2023; Suffolk County T —
Council, 2023

Figure 20: Green corridors amongst other habitats landscape and ecological designations

Figure 21.: Swift box being installed in Bures 2023
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COMMUNITY ACT ION 1: PROTECTING LOCAL BIODIVERSITY

limited to Transition Bures, Dedham Vale National Landscape VolunteerGroup, The
Woodland Trust, The RSB and Wilder Together in the Stour Valley. Working
together will continue ongoing habitat management to enhance biodiversity
outcomes.

The parish councils will liaise with local landowners and relevant stakeholders to
explore appropriate sites for offsite credits regarding biodiversity net gain and
delivering habitat improvements. One site which will be explored i s Jubilee Grove.

Our Trees

Objective : To preserve the ancient woodland that surrounds the village and protect
valued trees in the landscape.

Context: Bures has two conservation areas which protect the trees within their
boundaries. Outside these areas there are significant woodlands and single trees that
are important to the landscape of the Bures area.

e N TR A I e el e 5, T

Figure 22: Maple at the entrance to Bures Commun}'ty Cenitre (left) Ginkgo with Virginia Creeper on Bures Common
(right)

84. The abundance of trees beyond the historic c
They provide shading and cooling, absorb carbon dioxide, act as habitats and green
links for species, reduce air pollution and assist water attenuation and humidity
regulation. For people, they help alleviate stress and anxiety, help with recovery from
ill-health and create a sense of positive mental health and well-being. In addition, they
add life to the landscape and help shape and add character to open spaces.
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85. The Braintree Local Plan (2022) Policy LLP67 requires that development proposals are
sympathetic to the landscape character and should not have a detrimental impact on
distinctive features such as trees and woodland. In the Babergh and Mid Suffolk Joint

Local Plan, Policy LP16 states that dall dev:
and, with particular reference to this chap
the loss or deterioration of irreplaceable bi odi ver sityo é fAsuch as
veteran/ ancient treeso €é& fAwill not be suppor

86. Bures Parish Councils signed up to the Tree Charter in 2018. Trees have been planted
in Bures to mark significant events. The Millennium Oaks across the Recreation Ground
are an example of such trees as is the Jubilee Oak on Bures Common planted to mark
the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II. As part of the public consultation for this
plan residents identified trees of particular significance to them. These trees include
single trees in the landscape seen from the valued network of footpaths. The valu ed
trees have been recorded as Locally Listed Trees.

87. Very few trees in Bures St Mary are protected in their own right through a Tree
Preservation Order. The Copper Beech on the corner of Nayland Road and Church
Square and a Walnut in the grounds of The Three Horseshoes (WSCC301) and a small
group of two Silver Birch and one Copper Beech in the grounds of Bolberry House, High
Street. (BT257) have TPOs. Any other trees in the historic core are protected by virtue
of being in a Conservation Area. In 2001 a s
protected by TPOs BT341/T1,T3,T4,T7,T8 Oak; T2 Ash and T6 Maple. They lie outside
the conservation area. Of the eight listings in Bures Hamlet, three relate to trees listed
when the maltingsdéd buildings were converted
Swan PH to housing and others are at The White House, Craigs Hill and Penlan.

88. It should be noted that planning permission would allow TPO trees to be removed, once
granted. Tree and hedgerow surveys are usually carried out prior to developments.
Surveys should help inform the design of a site, and the mitigation hierarchy should be
followed (i.e. Avoidi Minimisei Mitigate i Compensate?).

89. Retaining the trees, and the green feel to Bures they afford, is important to residents.
The tree most commented on by residents is the Gingko tree on Bures Common. As a
relatively unusual variety and with its additional striking Virginia creeper in the A utumn,
it is hard to miss. The beech on the corner of Nayland Road and the maple by the
entrance to the Community Centre are also particularly significant to residents.

90. Arger Fen, Bures St Mary, is a significant area of ancient woodland and earthworks. It
is recorded as such in the Suffolk Heritage Explorer and referenced by Oliver Rackham
in 6Medi eval Woodsd. Both parishes hawt ot he
of deer parks on the hills surrounding the village.

91. Fig. 24 identifies the trees that Bures residents consider to be most important to the
character and setting of the village. These were identified during consultation exercises
and amongst the neighbourhood plan steering group. Many of these are mature and
some have been planted more recently such as those on Smallbridge Entry by Dedham
Vale National Landscapes team to replace Elms lost to Dutch EImDisease. The Elms
were featured in several paintings by John Nash. Ensuring the valued trees are protected
is important to the community, as is adding new trees to enhance the setting. See

28 UKGBd heMitigation-HierarchyFactsheet0.5.pdf
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https://ukgbc.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/UKGBC-The-Mitigation-Hierarchy-Factsheet-v0.5.pdf

Appendix D for the full list of trees , reasons for their inclusion and further detailed
maps.

Figure 23: Smallbridge Entry Image: Bill Hiskett, 2022 and Avenue of Elms John Nash RA 1953.

Scale at A4

0 250 : I
0OS Copyright and Database Rights (2023) License Number: .
L EE— 100057960 Source: Google Maps, 2024 © Locally Important Trees

Figure 24. Location of Locally Important Trees (Source: Google Maps 2024)
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POLICY BP6: LOCALLY VALUED TREES

This policy identifies a number of locally valued trees. Their locations are shown on
Figure 24, with further details provided in Appendix D. Otherwise acceptable
development proposals that will have an adverse impact on these locally valued trees
will not be supported.

Development proposals that will have an impact on otherwise unprotected trees and
hedgerows within the parish should be accompanied by a survey that establishes the
health and age of the affected tree or hedgerow and be accompanied by an
appropriate management plan.

Where appropriate, new development proposals should use native deciduous and
evergreen species as part of any designed planting scheme in publicly accessible

places, as part of the street scene, are-Hnprivate-gardens.

COMMUNITY ACTION 2: TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS

The parish councils will apply for Tree Preservation Orders for Locally Important
Trees.

Preserving our Green Spaces

Objective: To protect valued green spaces in Bures.

Context: This section sets out detail regarding designating local green spaces. The
2017 survey and subsequent public consultations have shown how important green
spaces in the village are to its residents; some are already well protected. The

Recreation Ground isa Queen Elizabeth Field in Trust and Bures Common is protected
by the objects of the charity, Bures Common Land Trust. The extension of protection

to cover all green space areas listed is of major importance when considering
development within the two pari shes.

92. Existing open green spaces within the built-up settlement are shown in Fig. 25. This
includes the allotments off the Croft and Lamarsh Hill, the recreation ground off Nayland
Road, St Maryd shurchyard and the cemetery on Cuckoo Hill.

93. Braintree District Council Local Plan (2022) Policy LPP 68 identifies the importance of
green buffers between settlements. Although there are no green buffers identified by
the local plan within Bures, it is important that Bures and Mount Bures remain distinctly
separate settlements.

94. The Braintree Local Plan makes clear the importance of green infrastructure and the
natural environment. It states that developing, protecting, and enhancing green
infrastructure and the natural environment will also help protect urban and rural
environments against the impacts of climate change. Protecting green infrastructure will
also improve surface drainage; reduce flood risk; store, and clean water and reduce the
urban heat island effect.
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95. The Neighbourhood Plan sets out the protection of a range of local green spaces and
important natural features to support this priority, as well as showing how we can adapt
our blue and green infrastructure to support the natural environment. Gardens form a
significant part of the natural environment within Bures and residents can make changes
in their gardens, which collectively can make a large impact on biodiversity.
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Figure 25- Existing Green Spaces within Bures NPA

96. The NPPF sets out that specific areas of land that are demonstrably special to the local
community may be protected against development through designation as Local Green
Space (LGS). These are often found within the built-up area and contribute to the
character of a settlement. These can vary in size, shape, location, ownership, and use,
but such spaces will have some form of value to the community and help define what
makes that specific settlement what it is.

97.The designation should only be used where:
The green space is reasonably close to the community it serves;

The green area is demonstrably special to the community and holds a particular
local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance,
recreational value, tranquillity, or richness of wildlife; and

The green area concerned is local in character and is not an extensive tract of
land.

98. A robust process has been followed to determine which green spaces within Bures
should be designated:

Initial ideas were suggested by the community as part of consultation activities.
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These were reviewed to consider at a glance whether they would meet the national
criteria for designation.

A site visit was undertaken by the Steering Group and further evidence gathered
on each of the remaining green spaces.

An assessment against the national criteria for LGS was made for each of the
potential areas.

Landowners were contacted via letter in the early stages of plan preparation before
the Regulation 14 Consultation to make them aware that their land was being
considered for local green space designation.

A final decision was made by the Parish Councils as to which green spaces to
designate.

99. Bures Neighbourhood Plan designatesl5 Local Green Spaces for protection, these are
identified in Fig.26 and on the Policies Map in Appendix A. These are important not
only for the wildlife they support, but provide significant quality of life benefits to
residents, for example through encouraging recreation. Justification for each Local
Green Space can be found in Appendix E.
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POLICY BP7: LOCAL GREEN SPACES

In accordance with the NPPF the areas listed below and shown in Figure 27 are
designated as Local Green Spaces:

Recreation/Sports Ground

Home Stable field from the Football club area down to the riverbank
Pikes Marsh Play area and wild area

Bevills Estate Allotments (St Mary)

Glebeland Allotments including the copse (Hamlet)

Bures Common

Essex Knoll

Jubilee Grove

Water meadows between the B1508, the River Stour and the
Cambridge Brook

10.Water Lane Triangle and Water Lane Stream

11.Bures Station Garden

12.St Marybés Churchyard

13.Bures Cemetery

14. Station Hill Garden

15. Claypits Community Woodland

©XNoOOhAWN =

In accordance with the NPPF, these will be protected from inappropriate
development in accordance with Green Belt Policy

Where development or enhancements are allowed within public local green
spaces such as play areas seating arrangements, walking and cycling routes,
safety and crime must be considered in the design process following national and
local design guidance?* to ensure users all users feel comfortable.

24 Violence Against Women and Girls Stratépekling violence against women and girls strate@@V.UKSecured
By Desiginitiative: Secured by DesigiSecured by Design
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Improving Water Quality in the River Stour

Objective: To conserve the ecological environment of the River Stour through the
village and its surroundings and ensure the quality of water in the river meets or
exceeds good bathing standards which in turn assures protection for flora and fauna.

Context: Whilst historically Bures was quite an industrial village with several polluting
facilities including a tannery and an abattoir, in recent years these premises have closed
and Bures has been less subjected to obvious pollutants in the air and water courses.
The main businesses in the village are no longer major producers of pollution.

The River Stour is a significant feature of the village and is used by many for various
uses from canoeing, fishing, paddle-boarding as well as the beneficial impact of the
beauty of nature on mental well -being. The value of the river to the community shou Id
not be underestimated.

100. The River Stour is an important natural and historic asset to the village. It is the
county boundary between Essex and Suffolk, the district council boundary between
Braintree and Babergh and the parish boundary between Bures Hamlet and Bures St
Mary.

Figure 28: River Stour Bures

101. Historically, the River Stour was the boundary between the kingdoms of the East
Saxons to the South and the Angles to the North. The value of the river to Bures and
beyond is manifold. It has been over the centuries an inspiration to many great artists,
the most famous being John Constable. The Stour retains a meandering course despite
its previous use as a navigable waterway. In the past the river was important
commercially to the prosperity of the village. Photographs of the village before WWII
show wharves along the riverbank. This stretch of the Stour has historically been
modified to facilitate milling, navigation, and land drainage.

102. Today the river is a major contributor to the well -being of residents providing beauty,
tranquillity, and recreation. The Stour is an important wildlife corridor managed as part
of a wider catchment. It is the heart of the valley landscape and essentialto t he ar ead s
sense of place. The Assington Brook, the Cambridge Brook and Ferriers Brook contribute
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to the landscape of the main river. The river supports populations of otter and water
vole, kingfisher, reed warblers and sedge warblers. These species are representative of
a healthy and thriving watercourse.

103. Inthe wider Bures landscape, in times of heavy rain, the water meadows can become
flooded and the valley floor appears as a series of vast lakes. It is important that this
valley landscape is protected and enhanced through schemes such as that undertaken
by the Environment Agency. A recent project, on the Bevills Estate, has focused on
improving the condition by enriching the habitats along the river and enhancing
connectivity with the floodplain. Parts of the river edge have been re -profiled to create
areas of shallow water that will encourage the growth of marginal plant species. Five
backwaters of varying size have also been created along the bank of the river. A
backwater is an aquatic habitat that connects to the main river and has three important
functions depending on the flow. In high flows, the backwater becomes a refuge for
adult fish to rest in until the normal flows return. In normal flows, the shallower water
left in the backwater will warm up quicker than the main channel. This means it will act
as a nursery area promoting the growth of young fish. Furthermore, the backwater can
hold water that might otherwise contribute to flooding downstream.

Figure 29: Bures Water Meadows

104. In the last fifty years the flora and fauna of the river and its banks have been
adversely affected by contaminati on. The N
September 20216 highlights t hobemicad mnof Jhe o f ra
continued management of the land in the flood plain as meadows helps to reduce the
impact of chemical runoff. Changes in agricultural practices, in line with the UK
Government s 2023 Environment al | mprovement
nitrogen, phosphorus, and sediment pollution from agriculture into the water
environment by at least 40% by 2038, compared to a 2018 baseline, with an interim
target of 10% by 31 January 2028, and 15% in catchments containing protected sites
in unfavourable condition due to nutrient pollution by 31 January 2028.

105. The sewage effluent from Bures is discharged downstream of the mill from the
sewage works located North of the river. Water is extracted from the river, for transfer
to Abberton Reservoir, midway between the mill and Smallbridge Hall. The safety of the
water in the river in Bures has caused concern with an Environment Health warning not
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to use the river for recreation for a limited period in August 2022. No cause for the
concern was identified. The River Stour Trust has a focus on cleaning up the river and
in 2023, the Wo meeadtsampangs foribathing veater sersdards.

106. The water quality of the River Stour is monitored and sampled regularly by the
Environment Agency?°this does not include testing for bacterial content. Essex County
Council and Suffolk County Council also undertake Catchment Management across the
area and support the Stour Valley Farm Cluster.

107. The River Stour in Sudbury was given bathing water status in May 2024. Bacterial
content is now tested there, affording Bures enhanced protection. However, the bacteria
monitoring only takes place for the bathing water season (May -end of September) and
therefore will not be undertaken during the winter months 26, Within the Neighbourhood
Plan area, the results from March 2019 fall just within the UK drinking water quality
regulations which is a minimum of 6.5pH and maximum of 9pH totalling 8.45pH 2.

108. The Environment Agency is legally obliged to publish a full set of data for every water
body in England every 6 years. The last full set was in 2019, with the next to be produced
in 202528, However, in the interim the Environment Agency have published a limited
dataset that was collected between 2019 and 2021. The dataset shows in Figure 29 that
the Neighbourhood Plan area falls within the Anglian River Water Body Catchment, the
River Stour Operational Catchment (OC) and the River Stour (Lamarsh R. Brett)
Protected Area; this protected area is for drinking water. As a whole this catchment ar ea
has a moderate ecological status.

25 Department for Environmental Food & Rural Affairs. River Stour Bures Sampling Point. Location easting
northing: 590614 234062 lat lon: 51.972324, 0.77365 Source: Open WIMS data

26 Suffolk County Council Regulation 14 response
27 The physical and chemical properties of water - Drinking Water Inspectorate (dwi.gov.uk) and pH - Water
Quality Guide - DataStream

28 Water body data update August 2023 - Creating a better place (blog.gov.uk)
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Figure 30: River Water Body Catchment Area
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109. There is a River Stour sample point in the centre of Bures, at the road bridge. Results
from 2019 and 2022 show the status of the River to be moderate to high for a number
of classification items?® including biological quality such as fish and invertebrates and
physico-chemical quality elements like ammonia, phosphate, and pH. The
Neighbourhood Plan area falls within a number of nutrient sensitive areas according to
the Environment Agency draft river basic management plan maps. This includes the
River Story/Stour Brook Urban Wastewater Treatment Area and the Lower Stour Nitrate
Vulnerable Zone for surface water and groundwater 0.

110. In November 2022 concern over water quality in the River Stour was discussed by
Babergh District Council, with councillors agreeing motions designed to address
concerns over water quality, and the impact of regular wastewater discharge 1 including
untreated sewage i into local rivers and seas3!. Motions were set to ensure evidence is
gathered to consider any cumulative impact of sewage from further development. It is
also felt locally that the water quality has worsened in recent years with development
having an impact on this.

111. Work by the various environment and wildlife agencies is improving the situation
regarding the conservation and management of the river. Bures supports the
continuation of this work such as the progress made by Natural England on Nutrient

29 Stour (Lamarsh - R. Brett) | Catchment Data Explorer | Catchment Data Explorer

30 Draft river basin management plan: maps (arcgis.com)

31 Agenda for Babergh Council on Tuesday, 22nd November, 2022, 5.30 pm : Babergh and Mid Suffolk
District Councils (moderngov.co.uk)
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Neutrality. Their advice is to ensure that development plans and development consisting

of overnight accommodation can be considere
overall increase in nutrient pollution affecting specified Habitat Sites in the country .

Habitat sites are considered to be the most internationally important water dependent

places (lakes, rivers, estuaries, etc.) and are designated for protection under the
Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended?). Whilst Braintree

District Council and Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Council are not specifically affected

by the Nutrient Neutrality rules, there remains a need to protect our national rivers.

112. Habitats Regulations are planned to protect our precious sites from increasing
pollution, which damages the very environment we need to support us through climate
change adaptation and resilience. Water companies will legally be required to
significantly reduce pollution from wastewater by 2030, employing technically
achievable limits as their goal. Nature-based solutions will be the preferred option, such
as creation of wetlands and woodlands, supported by shorter-term measures to buffer
watercourses and fallow land. However, some other solutions may be required. Such
mitigation measures would also help reduce the nutrients going into the River Stour and
feeder streams.

113. Being in one of the driest areas of the country, our environment has come under
significant pressure from potable water demand. New developments should make a
significant contribution towards reducing water demand and mitigate against the risk of
deterioration to our rivers, groundwater and habitats from groundwater abstraction.
New development should as a minimum meet the highest levels of water efficiency
standards, as per the policies in the adopted Local Plan. In most cases development will
be expected to achieve 110 litres per person per day as set out in the Building
Regulations &c. (Amendment) Regulations 2015. Regarding foul water infrastructure,
there are local concerns by some residents that the infrastructure in place cannot cope
and that capacity problems continue. For example, the Apple Tree Mews development
on Cuckoo Hill needed enforcement action to ensure that it complied with current
regulations. In addition, the drainage system on Colchester Road is considered
inadequate to manage development other than single dwellings.

114. According to Anglian Water®3, Bures Water Recycling Centre operated by Anglian
Water Services has capacity to treat foul water from fewer than 250 additional homes
equivalent. Any applicant wishing to develop land in this catchment should liaise with
the Anglian Water to ensure that sufficient cap acity to treat new foul water flows will be
available at the time of development. Anglian Water encourages developers to engage
in early discussions with their pre-development team so that connections to a
sustainable point of connection (SPOC) or any upgrades to their network are addressed
when planning applications are submitted to the local planning authority.

115. Bures Neighbourhood Plan has included Policy BP9 to ensure that future new
developments can provide proof that there is adequate wastewater capacity in place
prior to construction.

32 Nutrient Neutrality and Mitigation: A summary guide and frequently asked questions - NE776
(naturalengland.org.uk)
33 Regulation 14 representation
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POLICY BP8: RIVER

Development within 30m oft he Ri ver Stour should c
statement to ensure there will be no significant adverse impacts on the
environment and quality of water .

Where new development proposals are proposed, impact statements should be
confirmed with the relevant water companies, such as Anglian Water, in terms of
capacity.

0]

POLICY BP9: FOUL WATER AND WASTE INFRASTRUCTURE

To protect water quality, the capacity of the existing wastewater infrastructure
system should be confirmed prior to any development work taking place.

All new development proposals should incorporate sufficient wastewater
infrastructure upgrades appropriate to their mix and scale of buildings and their
use on site. Capacity and upgradesshould be confirmed with relevant water
companies.

COMMUNITY ACTION 3: MAINTENANCE OF DRAINAGE DITCHES

The parish councils will support environmental agencies and relevant
bodies working towards cleaning up the River Stour and reaching bathing
water standards.

To increase the resilience of the Bures community infrastructure, the Parish
Councils will work:

a) Proactively with riparian owners, landowners, and statutory
agencies, such as the Lead Local Flood Authority, to ensure that
watercourses are properly maintained with a view to ensuring that
they continue to play their role in the management of water and
flood risk.

Where necessary identify possible areas for the future relocation of
vulnerable service infrastructure.

Climate Change and Flooding

Objective: To improve the resilience of Bures against the impacts of climate
change including high intensity weather events through mitigation and adaptation.

Context: Flooding due to unprecedented levels of rainfall 2023 linked to Climate
Change and also due to changes in river management and highway maintenance
are an increasing concern in Bures
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Figure 32: Pump Corner Colchester Road Bures Source: East Anglian Daily Times 2.1.24 and Bures water meadows
12.23.

116. Flooding can cause serious damage and have significant impacts for homeowners.
By thinking about flood risk early, it may be possible to avoid damage to properties,
manage it more efficiently or in a way that adds value to biodiversity and the natural
environment. It is important that development in Bures should always be on suitable
land and not on sites vulnerable to flooding. The importance of adequate drainage
should not be underestimated. The River Stour flows through the centre of Bures and
this part of the Neighbourhood Plan area is vulnerable to flooding from the river (Figure
33) as well as from surface water flooding (Figure 34) such as along Colchester Road,
Nayland Road, High Street, Station Hill and Water Lane The majority of the settlement
is situated within Flood Zone 1 with parts of the parish around the River Stour, including
part of the built -up settlement, being within Flood Zones 2 and 3.
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Figure 33: Extent of flooding from rivers in the NP area.

117. In the Babergh and Mid Suffolk Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Level 1 Report
(SFRA, 202G*) historical flooding due to rainfall and fluvial causes has been recorded
along the River Stour Catchment in Bures in September 1968, January 1982 and August
1987 leading to several properties being flooded. As stated in the Babergh and Mid
Suffolk SFRA @020), the primary fluvial and tidal flood risk within the district is along
the River Stour and with climate change the extent of tidal flooding will also increase
along River Stour with the tidally influenced areas moving further upstream.

118. In the Braintree Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Level 1 Report (2016°), historical
flooding has been reported in 2001, 2006 and 2014 due to ditches overflowing from
field runoff and risk of flooding from the River Stour specific areas referenced were
along Water Lane, the main road and the Eight Bells public house. In the Braintree
Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Level 2 Report (20173% Bures was assessed due to a
potential allocation in the Local Plan, Land at Colchester Road. Based on the strategic
assessment of flood risk and the recommendations for mitigation measures set out in
the report, it was considered that development on the s ite could be suitably designed
to satisfy part 2) of the Exception Test subject to submission of a detailed site -specific
Flood Risk Assessment. However, this site has ot been taken forward in the Local Plan.

119. The Environment Agency identifies the areas vulnerable to flooding in the future.
Environment Agency data sets provide details of several flood incidents dating back to

34Babergh and Mid Suffolk Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Level 1 Report (2020). Source:JBA Consulting
Report Template 2015 (placecube.com)

35Braintree District Council (2016). SFRA Level 1 Source;BDC049 1 5 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment
Update Level 1 November 2016 - Documents for the section 1 examination i Braintree District Council
3¢Braintree District Council (2017). SFRA Level 2 Source;Level 2 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment
(braintree.gov.uk)
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1953 with the main flood event being tidal flooding from the River Stour and River Orwell
in 1953. The river has made roads impassable and entered properties in Bures on many
occasions notably in 1963, 1987, 2022 and 2023.
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Figure 34. Extent of surface water flooding in the Nejghbourhood Plan area.
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120. FIl oods al so i mpact on the villageds infras
inadequate for present needs and even without further development will require
upgrading. Standing water on roads in Bures causes significant deterioration to the
surface and danger to road users. Our parish councils will continue to highlight problems
to the relevant authorities.

121. Chapter 14 of the NPPF,o meet i ng t he challenge of c/l i m
coast al seeksaamgngsb other things, to ensure that development addresses
flooding and flood risk. This includes a focus on use of Sustainable Drainage Systems
(SuDS). Also, the NPPF se$ out that allocated sites or any windfall development
delivered should follow the sequential approach. In line with national policy, the Local
Plan policies require that flood risk is fully mitigated through appropriate design and
engineering solutions.

122. The Braintree Local Plan Policy LPP74 sets out detail on flood risk and surface water
drainage. This includes how new development should be located within Flood Zone 1
over areas with a higher probability of flooding. If development is proposed in Flood
Zones 2 and 3 there will be a requirement of sufficient evidence using the sequential
test. In Policy LPP74 further detail is set out on what proposals will need to provide a
flood risk assessment and flood warning and evacuation plan such as all sites of 1ha or
more (or within flood zones 2 and 3) excluding change of use or minor sites. In regard
to surface water drainage, Policy LPP74 also addresses criteria that schemes should
avoid adverse impacts to ordinary watercourses, local flood storage and capacity flows.

123. Inthe Babergh and Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan Part 1 (2023) flood risk is addressed
in requiring all development to adopt a sequential risk -based approach taking into
account future-proofing measures for impacts of flooding under Policy SP10. The Local
Plan addresses the need for sustainable construction and design (Policy LP23) ensuring
that the layout and scheme plan for risks associated with future climate change, which
can include harsher rainfalls and more flooding, are appropriate. LP27 is the main flood
risk and vulnerability policy that sets out how new development proposals can be
approved where they meet a number of criteria. This includes, but is not limited to,
evidence that the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) has been used to assess
whether the proposal is at risk of flooding; that development in areas of medium or
high-risk flooding (flood zones 2 and 3) can soundly demonstrate the proposal will be
made safe for its lifetime without increasing flooding elsewhere and that adequate
mitigation measures are put in place for surface water management.

124, |t is the Governmentods intention to i mpl el
Water Management Act (2010) to make SuDS mandatory in all new developments in
England in 2024. Drainage systems can contribute towards sustainable development
and improve places where people live and work. Approaches to manage surface water
that take account of water quantity, quality, biodiversity, and amenity are collectively
known as SuDS. Traditionally piped drainage networks convey water much more quickly
than natural processes. Flooding can occur when housing increases the volume and
speed of run-off. SuDS seek to manage rainfall in a similar way to natural processes, by
using the landscape to control the flow and volume of surface water, prevent or reduce
pollution downstream of development and promote recharging of groundwater. Natural
vegetation, including trees, helps attenuate flows, traps silts and pollutants and
promotes infiltration.
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125. Policy BP10 aims to ensure that all development proposals are designed to manage
flood risk effectively and focuses on maximising the use of natural SuDS features. These
manage flood risk but also provide benefits such as enhancing public open space,
contributing to the character of an area, and providing wildlife habitat. SuDS schemes
that consist of underground plastic/concrete boxes to store rainwater, although
recognised to reduce flood risk by releasing rainwater more slowly will not deliver the
additional benefit s . Having this policy in place can
climate resilience by addressing local flood risk mitigation.

POLICY BP10: FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT

In line with the Babergh and Braintree adopted Local Plan Policies, development on
flood plains in Bures should not be permitted.

Development proposals should bedesigned to manage flood risk effectively and
not increase, and wherever practicable reduce, the overall level of flood risk
both to the site and elsewhere. Proposals specifically to improve surface water
drainage, such as works to reinstate an effective drainage scheme, will be
supported.

When development is proposed, surface water should be drained via infiltration,
where the geology is acceptable. If not, then the surface water should be
discharged at a controlled rate to a watercourse or surface water sewer. For
major developments, the use of above ground open Sustainable Drainage
Systems (SuDS) should be used and designed in accordance with national and
local policy/guidance.

Proposals should respond positively to the flood mitigation solutions for relevant
character areas and incorporate permeable road and driveway surfaces as set
out in Design Code EEO4 Flood Mitigation.

Proposals should incorporate Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) that are
appropriate to the scale and nature of the development and designed to be an
integral part of the green infrastructure. These may include:

Attenuation ponds;

Planting;

Rainwater harvesting and storage features;
Green roofs.

Community

Vision for Bures

This section on community helps to deliver the following aspects of the vision:

The qualities highly valued by Bures residents including its strong identity
community spirit  and kindness and diversity  will be sustained.
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Figure 36. Celebrations on Bures Common

126. Historically there has been a strong sense of community in Bures. This has not
diminished through the years of change from residents relying on facilities within the
village to meet their needs to routinely travelling further afield for shopping and
entertainment.

127. Residents openly express their appreciation of the community spirit in Bures and the
enjoyment they derive from living in the village. The 2017 Parish Survey showed 98%
of respondents identifying the people and community spirit as the best thing about living
in Bures and the same number feeling safe living here. The 2021 vision statement survey
for this Neighbourhood Plan again showed the qualities highly valued by the community
as its strong identity, community spirit, kindness, and diversi ty.

128. We believe the community spirit in Bures to be something special. The photograph
above of Bures and the 2022 Music Festival
Buresdé in the foreground is evidence that
celebrating in this specific area for over three thousand years. There is a need to nurture
this spirit and protect it from any threats that may weaken it.

51| Page

W
Bu



Community Buildings

Objective: To ensure that Bures has community buildings and parking to meet the
changing needs of residents, and community assets are protected and improved.

Context: Bures is a village with a strong community spirit, giving rise to many clubs
and activities. Buildings have evolved over time fromthe 14" Cent ur y St
Church, itself a replacement of the earlier All Saints, to the restoration of the Dennis
Ambrose Barn, previously a cowshed, into a community building in 2018. The
Business survey identified support for a Community Business Hub. The spots courts
project in 2023 has led to increased tennis and pickleball. There is potentially the
need for change of use and for provision of an additional capacity.
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Figure 37: Community Centre
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Figure 38: Bures Primary School
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Figure 39: The Dennis Ambrose Barn

129. Key community buildings include:

Bures Village Hall, built in 1960-1 to replace the earlier Victory Hall. It was
financed through the generosity of residents, Thomas and St Osyth Wood and by
the Ministry of Education. In 2007 -8 the hall was refurbished and renamed Bures
Community Centre. It is run by a Management Committee comprising
representatives of the groups that use the facility. Bures Community Centre has
three rooms; a main hall, the Garrad Room and the Committee Room.

Bures Church of England Voluntary Controlled School, dating from 1839, has a
modern hall, built in 2007, which can be booked for community use.

The Dennis Ambrose Barn on Bures Common is a restored and upgraded late
18th century cattle shed. It is available for use by community and volunteer
groups.

Ferriers Barn, a day centre for adults with disabilities on the outskirts of the
village, has a hall available for hire in the evenings.

St Mar y disan @clive char¢h with various community activities®’. The flint
and stone church dates back to the 14™ century. The two churches in Bures have
meeting spaces with the Baptist Hall being available for lettings.

The Scout Hut, Bures Cricket pavilion and Bures Football Clubhouse, all of which
are used on a regular basis.
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Figure 40: Bures Football Clubhouse

37 hitps://parishchurch.co.uk/bures/
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the Community Centre does limit other daytime activities.

130. These community buildings are heavily used. The Community Centre is in daily use
by
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Figure 41: Key Community Buildings
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131. Both Essex and Suffolk have services and strategies supporting village halls and

community centres. The Rural Community Council for Essex (RCCE) works to ensure all
affiliated village halls and community buildings in Essex are provided with
encouragement and support in their management.

132. RCCEVillage Halls and Community Buildings Advice Service aims to ensure all village

halls/ community centres are well run; encourage and support hall redevelopment
projects; provide grant funding advice; provide information and advice on running a hall

charity in your local community; provide advice and information on all aspects of village

hall and community building management components in sustaining inclusive and active
communities. This is particularly in rural areas where fewer community spaces and
services may be present. They provide communities with a hub in which social

interaction can occur, businesses may be supported, services may be delivered, and
physical activities may take place.

133. In addition, the district councils support community buildings through grants and

through the planning system. In the Braintree Local Plan (2023) Policy LPP61 the
provision of new or enhanced community facilities are also supported wherever possible.
In th e Babergh and Mid Suffolk Joint Local Plan Part 1 (2023) Policy LP28 supports the
provision of new/or expanded services where the proposal is well related and meets the
needs of the community.

POLICY BP11: COMMUNITY BUILDINGS

Applications to enhance community buildings in the village will be actively supported
and should ensure designing out crime principles are considered at the earliest stages
of planning and design2.

Particular regard must be paid to the Design Codes in the Built Environment section,
ecological impact in the Natural Environment section and parking in the Getting Around
section.

Community Facilities

Objective: To protect and improve community facilities.

Context: Consultations with residents have shown how important community facilities
are to the people of the village. Where possible these will continue through their being
used by residents. However, if there are threats to the provision of such facilities, moves
should be made to protect them.

134. Bures Church of England Voluntary Controlled School was founded in 1839 although

there had been a school on the site prior to this date and records show a school in Bures
as early as 1582. The current school is still in the buildings of 1839 although with 215t
Century additions in 2007 and 2012. The number on roll stands at 192 with a capacity
of 210. (Jan 2024). Itis valuable to the community to have a flourishing primary school.

135. Bures has retained its Post Office long after other villages have lost theirs. In the

Village Survey of 2017 and again in the consultations for this plan, the Post Office is

38 Secured by DesigrSBD Design Guides
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seen as the most valuable service in the village. The Post Office contains the only cash
point in the village.

136. The GP Surgery in Bures is linked to the Hardwicke House Group Practice. Although
based in an inadequate building, residents ¢
the village very highly.

BURES POST OFFICE

Figure42: St Mar yoés Church Figure 43: Bures Post Office

137. Bures has a thriving Church of England congregation that worships at the Grade 1
listed Church of St Mary in the centre of the village. The Church holds a number of
meetings and other community events including an open-door café. Bures Baptist
Church in the High Street was built in 1834. A forward -thinking church, also hosting a
range of regular community activities for different age groups including morning
services, footprints toddler group, Support 4 Parents Group, a warm space and
community lounge drop-in sessionfor all and a youth club 3°, it is undertaking a major
building project to meet the needs of future Bures residents.

138. Bures Womendés Institute was one of the ea
continuously since 1921. There was previously a WI Hall, but since the new hall was
built, meetings have take place in Bures Community Centre making best use of the
facilities available in the village.

39 Events- Bures Baptist Church
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Figure 44. Bures Baptist Church

139. There has been a Scout Group in Bures from at least 1911 with this group ceasing
and reforming over the years. The current troop has been running since 1952. The troop
has Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, and Explorers representing much opportunity for the young
and considerable volunteering on the part of the leaders. Since 1968 the headquarters
have been in the Croft with access to the river.

Figure 45 Bures Scout Hut

140. Bures is fortunate to have two areas of allotments, the church Glebeland on the
Essex side of the river and the Bevills estate allotments on the Suffolk side. Bures
Transition Group has an allotment orchard on the Glebeland and a small section of
allotment in Suffolk where members of the Scout group are taught gardening skills.

141. Bures Cemetery is an oasis of peace and tranquillity. It is well managed both for the
purpose of burials and visitors to graves and for biodiversity. There are areas designated
for wildlife which enhance the overall air of calm.
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