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Client:Axis PED
Site: Grove Farm

BS5837
Sheet 2 - 

Recognition of Ancient, Veteran and Notable Trees - RAVEN

Step 4
Extensive Decay, 
esp. brown rot or 
exposed 
heartwood

Extensive 
hollowing

Crown senescence Retrenchment Large quantity of 
deadwood, esp. 
large-sized

Major Storm 
Damage/ 
breakout 
wounds

Habitat Spaces: 
decay holes and/ or 
crevices/ branch 
splits sheltered from 
direct rainfall

Aerial 
rooting

Sap run/ 
slime flux

Water Pool Bark loss inc. due 
to lightning 
strike

Fungi Other epiphytic 
plants, inc. 
significant 
presence of 
lichens

Status
(A, V, N)

T31 y y y n y y y y n n y y y A
T47 n n n n n n n n n n n y y A
T74 y y y n y n y n n n n n n V
T75 n n n n y n n n n n y n n N
T78 n n n n y n y n n n n n n N
T85 n n n n n n n n n n n n n N
T88 n n y y y y y n n n y n n V
T89 n n n n n n n n n n n n y N
T114 n y y n y n y n n n n n y V
T115 n n y n n n n n n n n n y V
T137 n n n n y y y n n n y n y V

Step 2 -Additional Primary Features (y/n) Step 3 - Secondary Features (y/n)

Notes: 
Step 1 - Size Assessment (on survey sheet): Very large girth for species (if not stop assessment here)

Step 2 - Additional Primary Features: At least one should be present or refer to Step 3

Step 3 - Secondary Features: If no additional Primary Feature is present, tree should have at least four Secondary Features

Step 4: Identification Guide: 
     Ancient (A) - Veteran tree with extremely large girth: age likely >50% of estimated species maximum (e.g. pedunculate oak, 2m stem dia. average site: ca. 460 years old, ca.    50% of species max. )

     Veteran (V) - Very large girth for species and qualifies under either Step 2 or Step 3

     Notable (N) - Very large girth for species but does not qualify under either Step 2 or Step 3
©Julian Forbes-Laird 2018 www.flac.uk.com

Tree No.

Surveyor: AVH
Checked: EL Page 1 of 1
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Appendix 4: Cascade Chart for Tree Quality Assessment 

See following page.
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Appendix 5: Tree Protection Order and Conservation Area Search 

See following page.
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Appendix 6: Ancient Woodland Search 

See following page. 

 





© RSK ADAS 2023                VII 

 

Appendix 7: Landscape Proposals 

See following page. 
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Appendix 8: RPA Guidance 

The Root Protection Area (RPA) is calculated from the stem diameter of the tree, in accordance with the 

guidance contained in section 4.6 of BS 5837:2012. 

These areas are normally sacrosanct, and should not be entered, by traffic or foot, during construction, 

or used to store materials, fuel or chemicals. 

Protective fencing should be erected along the edge of the RPA, before construction begins, and should 

not be moved until after all construction has finished and vacated the site. The type of fencing used should 

be fit for purpose, and ordinarily conform to the recommendations given in section 6.2.2 of BS 5837:2012 

and be erected similar to the example shown in Figure 2 of the same standard. 

Where underground services cannot be routed outside the RPA, these should be installed by trenchless 

technology, such as a directional drill. Where this technology is used the underground channel created 

should be no less than 600mm below normal ground level, or the base of the tree. Also, the starting and 

receiving excavations should not be within the RPA. Drill channel lubricant should be avoided, other than 

water, unless precautions are taken to prevent contamination of soil and possibly water. Hand digging 

may be an alternative to trenchless excavation, but this is less desirable, and not always practical. 

When determining the workable space around the RPA of a tree or trees, it is also important to maintain 

a working zone of one metre (which is usually sufficient) between the edge of construction and the 

protective fencing.  
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